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Three Major Trends in Population
1. Nebraska’s population is becoming more 
and more concentrated in its most populous 
counties.
2. The state’s population is getting older and 
will continue to age.
3. The state’s population is becoming more 
racially and ethnically diverse.
State Population Summary
• In 2010, Nebraska had a population count of 1,826,341 persons, an 
increase of 115,076 or 6.7% from the 2000 count of 1,711,265.
– Nebraska ranked 30th highest in percentage change in population (an increase 
from 37th highest in 1990s).
• Nebraska’s growth rate of 6.7% in the 2000s was not as strong as 
the 8.4% rise seen in the 1990s.
– However, it did exceed the average decade growth rate between 1950 and 
2000 (5.3%).
– The growth rate in the 1990s was the highest since the 1910s.
• In 2016, Nebraska’s estimated population was 1,907,116. 
– Record high; first time above the 1.9 million mark
– Up 4.4% since 2010 (ranks 24th highest)
– Compares to 4.7% national growth rate






























































Nebraska Population Change Rate by Decade: 1900s to 2000s 
with 2010s Extrapolated from 2016
Sources: Decennial Censuses, 2016 Vintage 
Population Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau
Note: the 2010s decade rate is extrapolated based upon 
what is estimated to have occurred between 2010 and 2016. 



































































Comparison of Population Change Rates in Nebraska and the U.S.: 
1900s to 2010s decades
U.S. Nebraska Difference
Sources: Decennial Censuses and 2016 Population 
Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau
Decade rates as extrapolated 
from 2016 estimates 
6
Similar to recent decades, eventual results of the 2020 Census will likely shift 

























































































































Source: Annual Population Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau
Nebraska’s population has increased quite consistently around 12,500 per year 
since the last population loss in the mid 1980s

County Population Summary
• 30 Nebraska counties gained population from 2010 to 2016.
– Up from 24 during the 2000s, when Nebraska had the second highest 
percentage of counties losing population among Midwest/Plains states.
Decade Gained Lost % that lost
1950-60 23 70 75%
1960-70 25 68 73%
1970-80 42 51 55%
1980-90 10 83 89%
1990-00 40 53 57%
2000-10 24 69 74% (2nd highest % regionally)
2010-16 30 63 68% 
• Nebraska’s 3 most populous counties of Douglas, Lancaster, and 
Sarpy are among the state’s fastest growing.
– These “big 3” counties have over 1 million residents, accounting for 54.7% of 
Nebraska’s population, up from 52.6% in 2010 and 48.9% in 2000.
– These 3 counties grew 8.2% between 2010 and 2016 while the remaining 90 
counties fell 0.2%.
– These 3 counties grew 14.9% between 2000 and 2010 while the remaining 90 
counties lost 1.1%.
County Population Summary (Continued)
• Between 2000 and 2010 and between 2010 and 2016 
metropolitan counties (2013 definitions) added population, but 
nonmetropolitan counties lost population. 
2010-2016     2000-2010
– Metropolitan 7.2% 13.0%
– Nonmetropolitan -0.9% -2.6%
• Micropolitan 0.6% 2.0%
• Largest city 2,500 to 9,999 persons -1.1% -4.3%
• Largest city under 2,500 persons -3.1% -7.8%
• Nebraska’s legislative districts were redrawn after the 2010 
Census with metro areas gaining more representation. 
– Average legislative district size based on 2010 Census is 37,272 persons.















Total Population for Nebraska Metro and Nonmetro Counties 
(2013 Definitions): 1890 - 2016
Metro counties (13) Nonmetro counties (80)
Sources: Decennial Censuses, 2016 Population Estimates, 
U.S. Census Bureau; 2013 OMB metro definitions
Compiled and Prepared by: UNO 





Nebraska’s nonmetro population is smaller today 
than during the “frontier days” in 1890
Census Year (Number of Counties Having Highest Census Population)
1890 (10) 1900 (11) 1910 (12) 1920 (18) 1930 (21) 1940 (1) 1960 (2) 1980 (4) 2000 (2) 2010 (12)
Banner Butler Boyd Antelope Boone Rock Cheyenne Box Butte Dawson Adams
Clay Cuming Franklin Arthur Burt Kimball Keith Madison Buffalo
Fillmore Frontier Harlan Blaine Cedar Lincoln Cass
Gage Furnas Howard Brown Chase Scotts Bluff Dakota
Hamilton Gosper Jefferson Cherry Dawes Dodge
Hayes Johnson Loup Colfax Deuel Douglas
Keya Paha Kearney McPherson Custer Dundy Hall
Otoe Nemaha Nance Dixon Garden Lancaster
Polk Pawnee Sioux Garfield Hitchcock Platte
Saline Phelps Thayer Grant Knox Sarpy
Saunders Webster Greeley Logan Seward












































































Percentage of the Nebraska Population located in its Largest 3 Counties of 
Douglas, Lancaster, and Sarpy: 1950 to 2020 with Change during the Decade
Change
Percent of Population in "Big 3" Counties
Compiled and Prepared by: 
David Drozd, Center for Public 
Affairs Research, UNO
Source: Decennial Censuses, U.S. Census 
Bureau; December 2015 Nebraska County 
Population Projections, CPAR @ UNO
Nebraska’s “big 3” counties had less than a third of the state’s population in 1950, 
but that figure crossed 50% by 2010 (impacting Unicameral representation)


Nebraska Counties with the Largest Percentage 
Gains and Losses in Population: 2010-2016
1. Banner 14.7% 84. Boyd -5.8%
2. Sarpy 12.1% 84. Clay -5.8%
3. Thomas 10.2% 84. Wheeler -5.8%
4. Lancaster 8.2% 87. Hayes -6.0%
5. Douglas 7.0% 87. Brown -6.0%
6. Buffalo 6.9% 89. Franklin -6.7%
7. Hall 4.9% 90. Garden -7.2%
8. Grant 4.6% 91. McPherson -8.0%
9. Seward 2.9% 92. Rock -8.1%
10. Howard 2.6% 93. Dundy -8.8%
Natural Change
• Natural Change = Births - Deaths
• 2015 births were 26,794 
– Slight drop from 2014
– However, since end of baby boom in 1964, only 9 years with more births
• 2015 deaths were 16,731 
– Record high
– First time over 16,000
• 2010 to 2015
– Natural increase is about the same as the past 4 decades
– 38 counties had more deaths than births
• 2000 to 2010
– Most of Nebraska’s population growth during the 2000s stemmed from about 109,500 
more births than deaths
– The 2000s “natural change” rate of 6.4 percent was higher than the 1990s (5.4 percent)

















































Nebraska Births, Deaths, and Natural Change: 1920-2015
Births Deaths Natural Change
Number
Source: Vital Statistics Reports, Nebraska Department of 














The baby boom in the 1950s has had a ripple effect every 30 years (1980, 2010);

























































Nebraska Natural Change Rate by Decade: 1920s to 2000s 
with 2010s Extrapolated from 2016
Sources: Decennial Censuses, 2016 Vintage Population Estimates, U.S. Census 
Bureau; Vital Statistics Reports, Nebraska Dept of Health and Human Services
Note: the 2010s decade rate is extrapolated based upon 
what is estimated to have occurred between 2010 and 2016. 

Net Migration
• 2010 to 2016 inmigration was estimated at 14,572 persons.
– International 24,303
– Domestic -9,731
• 2000 to 2010
– The state experienced a net inmigration of about 5,600 persons. 
– The 2000s net migration rate of 0.3% was below a 3.1% inmigration rate in the 
1990s.
– The 1990s and 2000s are the only decades since the 1920s to have net 
inmigration.
– Only 14 counties had net inmigration.
• 1990 to 2000
– Added about 48,000 persons from migration during the decade (3.1%).
– 42 counties had net inmigration or no net outmigration.


























































Nebraska Net Migration Rate by Decade: 1920s to 2000s 
with 2010s Extrapolated from 2016
Sources: Decennial Censuses, 2016 Vintage Population Estimates, U.S. Census 
Bureau; Vital Statistics Reports, Nebraska Dept of Health and Human Services
Note: the 2010s decade rate is extrapolated based upon 













































































































Nebraska Components of Population Change, 1925-2016
Net Migration Natural Change
1991-1999
Source: Annual Population Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau
Vital Statistics Reports, Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services
“Brain Drain” Described
• Based upon the most recent ACS surveying over the 5-year 
period from 2011 to 2015 (to be most accurate), the 
following was occurring annually in Nebraska among those 
aged 25+ with a Bachelor’s Degree or more education:
+ Domestic Inmigration to NE: 9,533 (from table B07009)
– Domestic Outmigration from NE: 11,861 (from table B07409)
= Domestic Net Migration (BD+): - 2,328 (total of –11,640 over 5 years)
• When calculated as a rate (for comparison to other states) 
this equals an net domestic outmigration of -6.5 per 1,000 
people aged 25+ with a BD+, which ranked Nebraska only 43rd
best (9th worst) among the states on this measure.

What’s the trend regarding “brain drain”? 






















































Annual Net Domestic Migration of Those Age 25 or Older with a Bachelor's 
Degree or more education (rolling five-year timeframes: 2006-2010 to 2011-2015)
Sources: 2006-2010 to 2011-2015 American Community Surveys: 5-year 
aggregates, U.S. Census Bureau, Calculations by CPAR at UNO
Note: Positive values show net inmigration, which is typically desired. These 
values depict what occurs annually, based on 5 years of surveying for accuracy.
2006-10 2006-102006-102011-15 2011-15 2011-15
City and Town Population Summary
• Intercensal estimates are not reliable and should be used with caution.
• Only 143 communities gained population in the 2000s compared to 289 in 
the 1990s.
– More than 200 communities lost more than 10% of their population in the 
2000s; only 84 did so in the 1990s.
• The median size town in Nebraska in 2010 had 318 residents (Lodgepole
and Scotia). It was 341 in 2000.
• Monowi, NE in Boyd County had 1 resident in 2010 (peak population 123 in 
1930); Gross, NE also in Boyd County had 2 residents in 2010 (peak of 325 
in 1900).
• Gretna led the state’s growth during the 2000s, increasing 89%. Due to a 
large annexation of land, Terrytown in Scotts Bluff County was the state’s 
2nd fastest growing place (+85%). 
Ranking of Nebraska’s Largest Cities: 2010
City County Population 2000-10 % Change
1. Omaha Douglas 408,958 +4.9%
2. Lincoln Lancaster 258,379 +14.5%
3. Bellevue Sarpy 50,137 +13.0%
4. Grand Island  Hall 48,520 +13.0%
5. Kearney Buffalo 30,787 +12.2%
6. Fremont Dodge 26,397 +4.9%
7. Hastings Adams 24,907 +3.5%
8. North Platte   Lincoln 24,733 +3.6%
9. Norfolk Madison  24,210 +3.0%
10. Columbus Platte 22,111 +5.4%
11. Papillion Sarpy 18,894 +15.5%







































City Size Category (Census 2000)
Percentage of Nebraska Cities within City Size Category Having Population Growth: 
2000 to 2010
Sources: 2000 and 2010 Censuses, U.S. Census Bureau
Notes: Elkhorn added into Omaha; revised 
Ogallala population of 5,107 used
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Percent of Total Population
July 1, 2016 Nebraska Estimated Population by Sex and Five-Year Age Group
FemaleMale
Age Group
Source: 2016 Vintage Population 
Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau
Green lines depict the depression cohort; red checker shows the "baby boom"; 
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Percentage Change in Nebraska Population by 5-year Age Group: 2010-20 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Decennial Censuses;
Projections by Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO, Aug. 2013
Population change by age projected for this 2010s decade
The percentage of children doesn’t vary much by county type, 




































Population Under 18 Years and 65 Years or Older as a Percentage of Total 
Population for Nebraska County Groupings: 2016
Source: 2016 Vintage Population Estimates 
(Table PEPAGESEX), U.S. Census Bureau
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, UNO 
Center for Public Affairs Research on 7-31-17
Left column -- % under age 18 years








































Percent of Total Population
Percentage of Nebraska Population Located in the 80 Nonmetro Counties 
by 5-year Age Group: 2016
Source: 2016 Vintage Population Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau Prepared by: David Drozd, CPAR @ UNO
While Nebraska’s 80 Nonmetro Counties have 35% of the state’s population, 
they have more than half of those aged 85+



















Percent of Total Population
July 1, 2016 Estimated Population by Sex and Five-Year Age Group for 
Nebraska's 80 Nonmetro Counties
FemaleMale
Age Group
Source: 2016 Vintage Population Green lines depict the depression cohort; red checker shows the "baby boom"; 
pink represents the "baby boom echo"; pink crosshatch shows the "3rd wave"



















Percent of Total Population
July 1, 2016 Estimated Population by Sex and Five-Year Age Group for 
Nebraska's 13 Metro Counties
FemaleMale
Age Group
Source: 2016 Vintage Population 
Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau
Green lines depict the depression cohort; red checker shows the "baby boom"; 
pink represents the "baby boom echo"; pink crosshatch shows the "3rd wave"
INCREASING DIVERSITY
Race and Hispanic/Latino Origin
• Nebraska’s population growth is predominately in minority 
racial and ethnic groups. Between 2000 and 2010:
– Hispanic or Latino (of any race) grew by 77%
• Accounted for nearly two-thirds of state’s overall population increase
– The non-Hispanic White population barely increased (0.4%)
• In 2016, the minority population was 20.4% of the state’s 
population
– Up from 17.9% in 2010, 12.7% in 2000 and 7.4% in 1990
• Minority population is much younger
– Relatively more under age 45
– Relatively fewer age 45+ 
1990 Nebraska Population by Five-Year Age Group:








































Percent of Total Population
Age Group
Source: 1990 Census, U.S. Census Bureau, Table 19 
in Nebraska Publication 1990 CP-1-29
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, 
Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO








































Percent of Total Population
July 1, 2016 Nebraska Population by Five-Year Age Group: 
Non-White or Hispanic/Latino (Minority Population) as a Percent of State Total
Source: 2016 Vintage Population Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau Prepared by: David Drozd, CPAR @ UNO
The minority percentage steadily increases each year, especially among children



















Percent of Total Population
July 1, 2016 Nebraska Estimated Population by Sex and Five-Year Age Group:
Non-White or Hispanic (Minority) Population
FemaleMale
Age Group
Source: 2016 Vintage Population Green lines depict the depression cohort; red checker shows the "baby boom"; 
pink represents the "baby boom echo"; pink crosshatch shows the "3rd wave"



















Percent of Total Population




Source: 2016 Vintage Population Green lines depict the depression cohort; red checker shows the "baby boom"; 





American Indian and Alaska 
Native, NH alone
0.8%
Asian or Native Hawaiian or 
Other Pacific Islander, NH alone
2.5%




Nebraska Population by Race and Ethnicity: 2016
Source: 2016 Vintage Population Estimates,
U.S. Census Bureau
Prepared by: David Drozd, UNO 
Center for Public Affairs Research























2 or more races,
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Nebraska Population by Race and Ethnicity with Percentage of Total Population: 
2016
Source: 2016 Vintage Population 
Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau
Prepared by: David Drozd, UNO 






































Hispanic/Latino and Minority Population as a Percentage of Total Population for 
Nebraska County Groupings: 2016
Source: 2016 Vintage Population Estimates, 
U.S. Census Bureau
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, UNO 
Center for Public Affairs Research on 7-31-17
Left column -- % Hispanic/Latino






































Hispanic/Latino and Minority Population as a Percentage of Total Population for 
Nebraska County Groupings: 2016
Source: 2016 Vintage Population Estimates, 
U.S. Census Bureau
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, UNO 
Center for Public Affairs Research on 7-31-17
Hispanic/Latino Minority
Race and Hispanic/Latino % Change 
2010-2016 and 2000-2010 
2010-16 2000-10
• Total population 4.4%   6.7% 
• Not Hispanic/Latino Origin 2.7% 2.6%
– White alone 1.1%     0.4%
– African American or Black alone 8.9%  19.9% 
– American Indian & Alaska Native alone 7.2%       9.9%
– Asian alone 41.9%  47.2%
– Nat. Hawaiian, Pac. Islander alone 29.5%  49.3%
– Some other race alone n/a 59.5%
– Two or more races 25.3%  60.6%
• Hispanic/Latino Origin 21.5%  77.3%
• Minority 20.0% 50.7%
Households, Income, and Jobs
Changing Composition of Nebraska Households
1970 Households
• Married Couple 70.7%
– No child under 18 32.0%
– With child under 18 38.7%
• Other households 29.3%
• Total Households 
– No child under 18 57.7%
– With child under 18 42.3%
2015 Households
• Married Couple 49.6%
– No child under 18 28.0%
– With child under 18 21.6%
• Other households 50.4%
– One person 30.0%
• Total Households 
– No child under 18 68.7%
– With child under 18 31.3%
– With person age 60+ 35.7%
– With person age 65+ 26.2%
Sources: 1970 Census, 2015 
American Community Survey, 
U.S. Census Bureau
Married couples and households with children are less common today than in 
1970; now more households with a person aged 60+ than under age 18
Major Employment Trends
• Nebraska employment grew about the same rate as the US in the 
1970s, more rapidly in the early 1990s, and more slowly since 1995.
• US pre-recession employment peaked in 2007, Nebraska in 2008.
• Since 1969, employment has grown faster than population.




Douglas, Lancaster, Sarpy 68.4% 132.1%
Other metropolitan 32.3% 79.2%
Nonmetropolitan -6.3% 40.6%
Micropolitan core 15.1% 64.9%
Largest city 2,500 to 9,999 -9.9% 36.8%











































































































Jobs for Nonmetropolitan and Metropolitan Nebraska: 1969-2015
Nonmetropolitan Metropolitan
Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System, released November 2016; Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO, June 2017 
Major Per Capita Income Trends
• Nebraska’s per capita income declined in relation to the 
US between 1970 and 1989 and fluctuated between 95 and 
100 percent of the national average from 1994 to 2010.
• Beginning in 2010, Nebraska’s per capita income moved 
above the national average for the first time since 1975 
and only the 5th time since the series began in 1929. It has 
remained above the U.S. average through 2015.
• Per capita incomes had been increasing in relation to US 
since 2006 but peaked in 2011.
• The importance of the farm economy is reflected in the 
fact that the most rural counties had the highest per 
capita incomes in 2011. Overall nonmetropolitan per 
capita incomes have dropped below the national average, 
but the two most rural categories of counties were still 

















































































































Per Capita Personal Income for Nonmetropolitan and Metropolitan Nebraska and the 
State as a Percentage of the U.S.: 1969-2015
Nebraska Nonmetropolitan Metropolitan


















































































































Per Capita Personal Income for Nonmetropolitan Nebraska as a Percentage of the 
U.S.: 1969-2015
Micropolitan core Nonmetropolitan Largest city 2,500 to 9,999 Largest city under 2,500
Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System, released November 2016; Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO, June 2017 
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Per Capita Personal Income for Metropolitan Nebraskaas a Percentage of the U.S.: 
1969-2015
Metropolitan Douglas, Lancaster, Sarpy Other metropolitan
Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System, released November 2016; Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO, June 2017 
Nebraska County Population Changes Over Time
Number of Counties that:
Decade Gained Lost % that lost
1950-60 23 70 75%
1960-70 25 68 73%
1970-80 42 51 55%
1980-90 10 83 89%
1990-00 40 53 57%
2000-10 24 69 74%*
2010-16 30 63 68%
*   Among Midwest/Plains states, only North Dakota had a larger 
percentage of counties that lost population during the 2000s 
